DOMINUS ESTATE

NAPA VALLEY

1985 Dominus

The 1985 Dominus Estate is produced solely from Bordeaux varieties grown at Napanook
Vineyard, creating the most harmonious and complex wine of the "first stage™ of Dominus Estate
-- the 1983, 1984 and 1985 vintages were blended from Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot grapes
grown on the property when we took over management.

The 1985 vintage is composed of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Merlot. The climatic
conditions of the 1985 season were moderate, and the final weeks of ripening were cool by
California standards, resulting in gradual ripening and intensely flavored fruit with a mature
tannic development.

The 1985 Dominus Estate has a deep ruby color and a rich nose reminiscent of black cherries. It
is a full-bodied wine with ripe tannins that are just beginning to soften. Christian Moueix
recommends decanting before serving to allow the wine to develop its full potential.

The label artist for 1985 is Gerard Barthelemy, a French artist born in Paris in 1938. Mr.
Barthelemy received the Prix de Rome in 1966 and has had extensive exhibits in France. The
present portrait was done with the ancient walnut stain technique.

Vintage Summary:

Winter rainfall was slightly below normal (27.95 inches vs. 35.68 inches), but 10 inches of rain
in February and March provided good moisture for the growing season. The season began with a
mild April and May, followed by a hot June and July. August was mild and most of September
was cool. We received 1/2" of rain on September 8 & 9 and temperatures were in the high 70's
and low 80's until it reached 84 on 9/20, 90 on 9/21 and 95 on 9/22.

BEGINNING DATE OF HARVEST: Septemberl4
FINAL DATE OF HARVEST: September 25
PERCENTAGE OF NEW BARRELS: 20%

TIME IN BARREL: 16 months

BOTTLING DATE: July 1987

9-LITER CASES PRODUCED: 4000

RELEASE DATE: November 1989



